Kegel mounts challenge

for Cougs quarterback job

Pridemore, C-Tran
official trying to get
people on buses, bikes

By ERIK ROBINSON
Columbian staff writer

among almost 200 organizations
nationwide to earn gold stars for
helping to get people out of cars
and into buses and onto bicycles..

Clark County commissioner
Craig Pridemore and C-Tran ride
share specialist Jan Bowers
earned recognition as two of 174
charter members of the Com-
muter Choice Leadership Initia-
tive, a public-private partnership

esxgned to reduce highway con-
gestion and air pollution.

The initiative, which began in
May as part of the Bush adminis-
tration’s national energy plan, was
recognized this week during the
International Association for Com-
muter Transportation conference
gn:lhe Hilton in downtown Port-

Co-sponsored by the U.S. Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency and
Department of Transportation,
the program has a set of standards
for businesses and government
agencies that offer commuter ben-

efits such as bus passes, bicycle

manager
for the EPA, said the program
comes with no money.
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2 honored for commuter efforts

m The number of vehicles in the
United States is increasing twice as
fast as the population growth.

= inthe United States, three-
quarters of all trips made to and from
work are in vehicles operated by a
lone driver.

m A typical household spends almost
20 percent of its income in driving
costs — more than it spends on food.
m By offering commuter benefits, a
company with 1,000 employees can
lower its parking expenses by more

COMMUTING FACTS AND FIGURESI
' than $70,000 and save participating

employees $13,000 in taxes and .
$160,000 in gasoline, parking and
vehicle costs.
lwmmrbemﬁts,uww
American employee can avoid driving
3,300 miles each year, greater than
the distance batween New York and
Los Angeles.
w1 The American Lung Association
reporis that even low levels of ozone -
adversely affect almost one-third of
the U.S. population.

Sources: U.S. Erwironmental Protection Agency, Texas Transportation institte,
American Lung Association, Metropokitan Transportation Commission.

Rather, the idea is to build name
recognition in the program, en-
couraging more businesses to
take part as a way of enticing
prospective employees.

“We demonstrate to them that it
makes business sense to provide
commuter choice benefits,” Offutt

said.

The 194 companies to become
members of the initiative so far —
20 enrolled since the charter
members deadline of Aug. 1 - em-
ploy about 350,000 employees in
18 states. Margo Oge, director of

havebeentaken offtheroaddue
to the program so far - amounting

to about 4,000 tons of air pollution
and 200,000 tons of greenhouse

gases annually:

She expects the program to ex-
pand.

“Next year, we'll cover millions
of employees,” Oge said.

In Vancouver and Portland,
commuting has never been so con-

gested. .
According to the mostrecentan-
nual study of commuting habits by
the Texas Transportation Insti-
tute, motorists in the area spentan
average of 34 hours a year in traf-

fic delays - up from 18 hours in -

1991, and ranking Portland-Van-
couver23rdamon368urbmarens
analyzed across the nation. -

Local air quality officials, mean-
while, aftribute as much as 60 per-
cent of the region's air pollutants
to automobiles.

That's why C-Tran and Clark
County officials said they are hop-
ing to mprove air qunhty while at
the same time easing congesuon
on crowded thoroughfares. Al
ready, 60,000 Clark County resi-
dents pack on to the two bridges
crossing the Columbia River dur-
ing rush houreachdaytoworkin
Oregon.

"The greatest capacity on our

every car going across the bridge
hadtwopeoplem:t,wecouldgo
20 years more before adding ca-
pacity. That is effective use of pub-
lic resources."

In the case of C-Tran, spokes-
woman Gail Spolar said the transit
agency has been offering incen-
tives for its employees to reduce
the number of single-occupancy
vehicles arriving at work for the
past 10 years. C-Tran offers em-
playeeefreepgssesonitsbuses,
preferred parking for carpool driv-
ers, bicycle racks and gift certifi-
cates to local businesses, all in an
ﬁx} Spolar said, “to walk the

‘It’sbeenverynnpomntforus
encourage good commutmg
habits,” she said.

Colmbm.dqﬁ'wﬁmb‘rin
Middlesoood contyibuted to this
report.




